WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. An information processing apparatus which is 
connected to a server along with other information 
processing apparatuses through a network and which is 
supplied with a shared virtual space wherein avatars 
representing users remain active, said information 
processing apparatus comprising: 

registering means for registering any of said 
avatars as an object to be filtered out; 

filtering means for filtering out data on the 
avatar registered by said registering means, said data 
having been transmitted from said server; and 

processing means for processing said shared virtual 
space based on the data left intact following the 
filtering by said filtering means. 

2. An information processing apparatus according 
to claim 1, further comprising requesting means for 
requesting any of said other information processing 
apparatuses to register the avatar representing the 
requesting user as an object to be filtered out; 

wherein said registering means, in response to the 
request from the other information processing apparatus, 
registers the avatar representing the requesting user as 
an object to be filtered out. 



3. An information processing method for use with 
an information processing apparatus which is connected to 
a server along with other information processing 
apparatuses through a network and which is supplied with 
a shared virtual space wherein avatars representing users 
remain active, said information processing method 
comprising the steps of: 

registering any of said avatars as an object to be 

filtered out; 

filtering out data on the avatar registered in said 
registering step, said data having been transmitted from 
said server; and 

processing said shared virtual space based on the 
data left intact following the filtering in said 
filtering step. 

4. A storage medium which stores a computer- 
readable program for use by an information processing 
apparatus which is connected to a server along with other 
information processing apparatuses through a network and 
which is supplied with a shared virtual space wherein 
avatars representing users remain active, the program 
comprising the steps of: 

registering any of said avatars as an object to be 
filtered out; 
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filtering out data on the avatar registered in said 
registering step, said data having been transmitted from 
said server; and 

processing said shared virtual space based on the 
data left intact following the filtering in said 
filtering step. 



